MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA     37
marriage between his daughter and the son of his child-
hood friend seemed natural and proper. Incidentally,
so Charles VI. was informed, Clement was an intelligent
and clever youth, but the personal attributes of his
daughter's future husband were, of course, minor
considerations.
Prince Eugene and many of Charles's other ad-
visers hoped that this marriage would be arranged
when Maria Theresa was older, but Clement died sud-
denly in June 1723 of small-pox. It is a curious fact
that Maria Theresa's destiny was in a way determined
by this disease. Her father would not have become
the ruler of Austria, nor she his successor, if her uncle
Joseph I. had not succumbed to small-pox; she herself
might have developed into a less one-sided character
if she had married the highly intelligent Clement instead
of his more mediocre and easy-going brother Francis.
In the eighteenth century people were, of course,
acutely conscious of the influence of this scourge. But
for it, Louis XV., for instance, would never have become
King of France. When, therefore, it was suggested to
Charles VI. that Clement be replaced at once by his
younger brother. Francis, the Emperor's hesitation was
partly due to his fear that young Francis, who had not
yet had small-pox, might be carried off at any moment
by the disease.
Within a few weeks, however, Charles had agreed at
least to receive Francis and to look him over. For when
Charles had once made a decision, it was a tremendous
effort for him to direct his mind into any other direction,
and he was reluctant to turn his thoughts from the
Lorraine family. As Maria Theresa was only six years
old, her father absolutely refused to commit himself
to Duke Leopold, who was urging his son's suit, but

